PERSONS WITH SPECIFIC NEEDS
Definition and sub-groups

The Principle 4, Clause 2 of the UN Guiding Principles on Internally Displaced Persons recommend that certain IDPs such as children, especially unaccompanied minors, expectant mothers, mothers with young children, female heads of household, persons with disabilities and older persons, shall be entitled to protection and assistance required by their conditions and to treatment which takes into account their special needs.
	Description of Persons with Specific Needs
	Definitions and sub-categories

	
	

	Persons with disability
	Male or female, child (below 18 years of age) or adult, who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with others and needs particular assistance.

	Persons with Important  Medical Condition
	Person with severe or chronic medical condition, which requires specific attention (i.e. treatment, nutritional, specific NFIs). This includes medical/chronic conditions such as diabetes, HIV/AIDS, epilepsy, psychological conditions, malnutrition, and third-trimester pregnancy, etc.  If having a disability, individuals should also be included in persons with disability. 

	Single household representative
	Single household representative, either a man or a woman (18 years or older), with one or more dependents, in which the household representative is the primary income earner or care provider.

If under the age of 18, should be included within Children/Adolescent; or if over 60 years old, should be included within Older Persons at risk.

	Unaccompanied or Separated Child
	Either a boy or girl under the age of 18 years.  

Separated children are those boys and girls separated from both parents or from their previous legal or customary primary caregiver, but not necessarily from other relatives. Separated children may therefore include boys and girls accompanied by other adult family members. 

Unaccompanied children are children who have been separated from both parents and/or other relatives, and who are not being cared for by an adult who, by law or custom, is responsible for doing so.

It includes but is not limited to:

1. Neglected children with extended family.

2. Children in institutional care

3. Children in foster care

	Older Person at Risk
	May be either male or female, normally over the age of 60 years.  However, cultural norms should apply in the designation of who is an elderly member of the community.

It includes but is not limited to:

1. Older person with children 

2. Single older person without accompanying family members

3. Older person with separated children

4. Older person requiring medical or other specific assistance.

	Woman at Risk
	Women who face protection risks particular to their gender, whether they are widowed or accompanied by a male family member, as well as women that are survivors of violence including domestic violence. Protection problems include security threats, sexual violence, physical abuse, intimidation, torture, cruel/inhuman or degrading treatment, economic hardship or marginalization, lack of integration prospects, community hostility and different forms of exploitation including sexual abuse and exploitation.

	Child/Adolescent at Risk
	Children (up to 18 years), male or female, especially exposed to or at risk of violence, abuse and exploitation.

When the risk is entirely related to their separated or unaccompanied status, the category of unaccompanied or separated child should apply.

	Indigenous Peoples
	Persons who have been victimized or at risk of being victimized in relation to the ethnical, religious or social group they belong to, to their place of origin or to their cultural traditions. Protection problems/risks include security threats, sexual violence, physical abuse, intimidation, torture, cruel/inhuman or degrading treatment, economic hardship or marginalization, lack of integration prospects, community hostility and different forms of exploitation including sexual abuse and labor exploitation.
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